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HONC 3320-17615 

 
 
 
Instructor: Philip L. Frana, Ph.D.   Class meets: McAlister Hall 303 
Office: McAlister 303A     Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10:00 am – 10:50 am 
Phone: 501-450-3498 
Email: pfrana@uca.edu    Office hours: Tuesday 8:00 am – 12:00 noon 
HCOL username: Phil    Thursday 8:00 am – 11:00 am 
 
 
Course description:   This is a tutorial course for Honors College scholars. A reading list, provided by the 
student and his or her tutor, provides the foundation for a thesis to be written by the Honors candidate. 
Extensive oral presentations are required. Enrollment permitted only by consent of the Honors College 
Dean. 

Course objectives: 
 

 Integrate diverse knowledge, perspectives, and skills into arguments and strategies 

 Demonstrate understanding of interdisciplinarity 

 Demonstrate ownership of one’s education process 

 Learn the procedures for engaging in exemplary or honors work in the student’s major and/or 
minor departments, including the University’s Review Board process for research on human 
subjects 

 Forge a relationship with a faculty mentor who can serve as advisor, guide, and sounding board 
for a research project and choose another member of the thesis committee 

 Review the pertinent literature or materials that form the scholarly background of the project, 
as selected in consultation with the mentors 

 Evaluate how content is shaped by the context in which it is created 

 Choose an initial research question for an disciplinary or interdisciplinary thesis project through 
an investigation of alternatives in terms of feasibility and personal significance 

 Design and produce a research or creative project in the appropriate disciplinary or multi-
disciplinary context 

 Formulate and develop claims with sufficient support, including reasoning, evidence, and 
persuasive appeals, and proper attribution where necessary 

 Support and provide critical feedback to peers as they pursue these same objectives 
 
Required textbook: 
 
Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams, The Craft of Research, 3rd ed. (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 2008). ISBN: 0226065669 
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2 
 

Class schedule/Topics: 
 

Monday   Wednesday   Friday 

  August 24 
Introduction to Oxford 
Tutorial 

August 27 
Introduction to Exemplary 
Studies 

August 29 
Mission, history, and 
processes of Honors “Classic” 
interdisciplinary thesis  

August 31 
Investigating Departmental 
Honors options and processes 
 

September 3 
Labor Day Holiday 
 

September 5 
What is “original” 
undergraduate research? 

September 7 
Guest presentations of past 
thesis projects 

September 10 
IRB procedures 

September 12 
IRB procedures 

September 14 
Workshopping research 
questions 

September 17 
Workshopping research 
questions 

September 19 
Research, identify, and 
interview potential mentors 

September 21 
Research, identify, and 
interview potential mentors 

September 24 
TRACK 1: Mondays for Classic 
Interdisciplinary Thesis 
Projects 
Choose initial research 
question and faculty mentors 
Research Journal #1 Due 
Research Question Due 

September 26 
TRACK 2: Wednesdays for 
Departmental Thesis Projects 
 
Choose initial research 
question and faculty mentors 
Research Journal #1 Due 
Research Question Due 

September 28 
TRACK 3: Fridays for Creative 
Thesis Projects 
 
Choose initial research 
question and faculty mentors 
Research Journal #1 Due 
Research Question Due 

October 1 
Finding sources for working 
bibliography 
Research Journal #2 Due 

October 3 
Finding sources for working 
bibliography 
Research Journal #2 

October 5 
Finding sources for working 
bibliography  
Research Journal #2 Due 

October 8 
Note-taking and academic 
integrity 
Working Bibliography Due 

October 10 
Note-taking and academic 
integrity 
Working Bibliography Due 

October 12 
Note-taking and academic 
integrity 
Working Bibliography Due 

October 15 
Progress reports 
Research Journal #3 Due 

October 17 
Progress reports 
Research Journal #3 Due 

October 19 
Progress reports  
Research Journal #3 Due 

October 22 
Progress reports 
Literature Review Due 

October 24 
Progress reports 
Literature Review Due 

October 26 
Fall Break 
Literature Review Due 

October 29 
Exemplary studies models 
comparison – revisiting 
expectations and practices of 
interdisciplinary theses 
Research Journal #4 Due 

October 31 
Exemplary studies models 
comparison – revisiting 
expectations and practices of 
disciplinary theses 
Research Journal #4 Due 

November 2 
Exemplary studies models 
comparison – revisiting 
expectations and practices of 
creative theses 
Research Journal #4 Due 
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November 5 
Review of thesis content, 
justification, and methods 
Targeting Research Due 

November 7 
Review of thesis content, 
justification, and methods 
Targeting Research Due 

November 9 
Review of thesis content, 
justification, and methods 
Targeting Research Due 

November 12 
Developing and using 
accountability and tracking 
tools 
Research Journal #5 Due 

November 14 
Developing and using 
accountability and tracking 
tools 
Research Journal #5 Due 

November 16 
Developing and using 
accountability and tracking 
tools 
Research Journal #5 Due 

November 19 
Open Day 

November 21 
Thanksgiving Holiday 

November 23 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
 

November 26 
Proposal workshop 
Research Journal #6 Due 

November 28 
Proposal workshop 
Research Journal #6 Due 

November 30 
Proposal workshop 
Research Journal #6 Due 

December 3 
Proposal workshop 
Research Journal #7 Due 

December 5 
Proposal workshop 
Research Journal #7 Due 

December 7 
Study Day/Mentors Banquet 
Research Journal #7 Due 

 December 10-14 
Final Research Proposal Due 

  

 

Approved Thesis Tracks 

A thesis statement generally consists of two parts: your topic, and then the analysis, explanations, and 
assertions that you are making about the topic. The kind of thesis statement you write will depend on 
what kind of paper you are writing. A thesis statement is a very specific statement – it should cover only 
what you want to discuss in your paper, and be supported with specific evidence. The scope of your 
paper will be determined by the length of your paper and any other requirements that might be in 
place. Generally, a thesis statement appears at the end of the first paragraph of an essay, so that 
readers will have a clear idea of what to expect as they read. 
 
There are three approved tracks that you might follow: (1) Honors College “Classic” Thesis, (2) 
Departmental Thesis, and (3) Creative Thesis. 
 
HC “Classic” Thesis.  The Honors College “Classic” thesis must be interdisciplinary; that is, it must bring 
the perspectives of at least two fields of inquiry to bear upon the subject matter.  
 
Departmental Thesis. A departmental research project contributes to the disciplines or the professions 
by adding to technical/professional knowledge or by providing an original application of 
technical/professional knowledge in the professional field.  
 
Creative Thesis. Some Honors College students select creative projects in fulfillment of their thesis 
requirements. Creative projects include business plans, founding student organizations, production of 
original literary or musical compositions, paintings, film, sculpture, photography and photo essay, or 
other art forms. Like all traditional theses, creative projects require long-range planning and careful 
adherence to deadlines. 
 
They also require a carefully researched proposal or précis – written in the tutorial semester – that 
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situate them alongside other creative projects of similar dimension or scope, in a form or medium that is 
acceptable to the tutor or the relevant disciplines from which it is drawn. Preliminary research may 
explore the relevant influence or influences on the work at hand, common themes inherent in similar 
projects, the pedagogical focus or tools through which the original idea came into being, or the 
treatment of historical periods to which the work relates. Although the project is creative, original work, 
the thesis student should display mastery of existing applicable scholarship or craft in the field or fields 
under investigation. 
 
Should I write a creative thesis? 

Some Honors College students select creative projects in fulfillment of their thesis requirements. 
Creative projects include business plans, founding student organizations, production of original literary 
or musical compositions, paintings, film, sculpture, photography and photo essay, or other art forms. 
Like all traditional theses, creative projects require long-range planning and careful adherence to 
deadlines. They require a carefully researched proposal or précis – written in the tutorial semester – that 
situate them alongside other creative projects of similar dimension or scope, in a form or medium that is 
acceptable to the tutor or the relevant disciplines from which it is drawn. Preliminary research may 
explore the relevant influence or influences on the work at hand, common themes inherent in similar 
projects, the pedagogical focus or tools through which the original idea came into being, or the 
treatment of historical periods to which the work relates. Although the project is creative, original work, 
the thesis student should display mastery of existing applicable scholarship or craft in the field or fields 
under investigation. 
 
The goal of this initial cycle of planning and proposal writing is to give you both the perspective to 
intellectually fit the project into the appropriate fields of study, and become familiar with other projects, 
techniques, basic concepts, and terminology that have been developed in other spaces and times that 
might benefit your own work. You are building a solid platform from which to discuss your project with 
others and increase the chances of creating something new or different rather than repeating past 
creations.  
 
The assumption all along here is that a primary intention of your work is that it be an original creation 
which also demonstrates the technical competence of the creator. Despite the heavy burden implied in 
the building of a solid foundation for any given project, the creative work itself is liberated (and 
liberating!) in many ways. Your project might be an expression of your own journey through life as 
shared with the many other people you encounter “out there.” The project might be a creative facsimile 
of life, developed from authorial distance from the work – biographical rather than autobiographical in 
nature. The project might be the work of an active imagination, perhaps developing even greater 
distance between the author and the audience. The mode of expression – comedy, drama, musical, 
satire – might be its defining feature. 
 
Creative work, perhaps even more than traditional scholarship, is social activity. The words “author” and 
“authority” come from the Latin root augere, which means “to increase, to create, to promote.” Thus, a 
creative thesis is not solely the isolated goings-on of the originator, but comes into being through the 
sharing of your creative vision with other people. Authorship is about developing an idea that can be 
communicated to other people. Likewise, feedback from those other people can be a powerful tool 
you’re your personal growth. 
 
Creative projects are almost always more time intensive than traditional theses. Why? Unlike traditional 
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thesis writers, who have a natural home in Torreyson Library and its associated services (article and 
manuscript databases, archives, and interlibrary loan), creative thesis researchers must first assemble 
their own laboratories or studios (often borrowed from their advisors) and then generate their own 
resources (data, survey results, preliminary drafts or sketches) to accomplish the project.  
 
Like traditional theses, creative theses have a written component. Projects must include a final artist’s 
statement of about ten to fifteen pages in length describing your intent in producing the creative work, 
your influences (e.g. other artists' work, musical styles, or performances). Here you will describe the 
history and process of the project's production, including research, internships, group meetings (with 
performers, participants, collaborators, and interviewees), gathering of materials, rehearsals, and so 
forth. The statement will also include an assessment of the final product. This may include observations 
on the audience, the audience's reaction to your work (based on interviews or written responses on-
site), and your evaluation of the responses, interpretations, or sentiment elicited by your project.  
 
Keeping a Journal of Progress 
 
How do you get started writing an artist’s statement? Keep a journal of your progress as the project 
advances. Your memory of the moments when important ideas were born, how decisions were made, 
and where events took place will fade over the course of a whole year of research, planning, and 
writing. Carefully documenting your work as you go along will make the writing of a final artist’s 
statement much easier. Keep track of information about staging choices, settings, sets, actors, 
accompaniments, character types and actions (theater), information about time, place, social milieus, 
plotting, and character types (creative writing), actions, meetings with others, critiques, conflicts, 
conflict resolution (founding an organization or making business proposal), overall themes, purposes, 
effects to be achieved, future plans (all projects). Think about all that you do on a daily basis.  
 
Some questions to keep in mind as you meet your benchmarks for progress and accomplish your goals: 
How did you get into this work? What inspires you? What is your vision/philosophy? How are your 
inspirations expressed in your work? How do you feel when work is going well? What are your favorite 
things about your work? What do you mean when you say that a piece has turned out really well? How 
does the creative process make you feel? How is your work a reflection of you? What patterns are 
emerging in your work? Is there a pattern in the way you select materials or tools or in your working 
relationships? In the way you use color, texture or light? What messages are you trying to convey? How 
much time is spent at each stage of the work? What are you doing that is different from the way you 
were taught? Why? What are your goals for the future? Your tutor, as your sounding board, will be 
asking you questions too. Write those questions down even when you don’t have a ready answer. 
 
Supplemental links: 
 
Online Research: 
 
 Purdue Owl: Conducting Research 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/8/ 
 
How to Make a Gantt Chart using Excel: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CW_wGSFavTc 
 
Torreyson Library Research Databases 
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http://www.uca.edu/library/researchdatabases.php 
 
 Awesome Tools for Research 

http://honors.uca.edu/hcol/showthread.php?t=38316 
 
OCLC WorldCat 
http://www.worldcat.org/ 
 
Google Scholar 
http://scholar.google.com/ 

 
Undergraduate Research Publishing Opportunities:  
 

Publishing Opportunities for Undergraduates 
http://honors.uca.edu/index.php?page=academics_national_scholarships 
 
CUR Undergraduate Journals and Publications 
http://www.cur.org/ugjournal.html 

   

Grade distribution, attendance, assignments:  

 Attendance, participation, and in-class presentations (see policy below): 25% 

 Reading assignments and research journals (see detailed description below): 10%  

 Interviews with potential mentors & initial research question (see detailed description below): 
10% 

 Working bibliography (see detailed description below): 10% 

 Literature review (see detailed description below): 10% 

 Targeting your research (see detailed description below): 10% 

 Final research proposal (see detailed description below): 25% 
 
Attendance, participation, and in-class presentations: All class sessions are mandatory. If you miss class, 
it should be for a reason you would not be ashamed to make public. And if you must miss class, you 
should e-mail or phone your instructor ahead of time if at all possible. Any unexcused absence will lower 
your grade; more than three excused absences will lower your grade. The instructor has the right to 
drop a student from the class with a grade of WF for nonattendance. See the Undergraduate Bulletin 
2.06.7 for more information. 
 
Reading assignments and research journal responses: A research journal is an important part of any 
research project. The journal helps the researcher organize and analyze the progress of his project. 
While there typically is not a specific way a research journal is organized, its content should include 
information necessary to show the direction of the research as well as the progress made each day 
toward the end result. A good research journal is written to record progress on the project and to help 
keep you on target. 
 
Interviews with potential mentors and developing an initial research question: The best mentors are 
advisors, coaches, counselors and supporters all at the same time. They are experienced scholars who 
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guide your research, but also challenge you to develop your independence. A good mentor will help you 
define your research goals, and then support you in your quest to achieve them. He or she will share 
knowledge, provide encouragement, and hopefully inspire you. In addition to promoting your research, 
your mentor should help you to develop your career goals. Above all, your mentor should be someone 
you trust to always keep your best interests in mind. 
 
In contacting a potential mentor, you should be prepared to convince the mentor that you are right for a 
position in their group and determine if the opportunity is right for you. The way in which you approach 
a potential mentor will have a great deal of impact on whether you end up being accepted by the 
mentor. There are two key things you need to do in order to make a positive impression: (a) provide a 
lot of information about yourself, and (b) learn something about the research topic in advance of 
making first contact. 
 
Providing information about yourself is relatively easy. Useful information includes major, GPA, relevant 
coursework already taken, and any prior experience. If you have a resume available, this is very helpful. 
Browse the web for relevant publications authored by the mentor. Contact the mentor by sending an 
email message introducing yourself, explaining why you are interested in the topic, and requesting an 
appointment.  
 
Sample interview questions: What specific skills might be required to satisfactorily attack your proposed 
topic? What is the likelihood of completing this project before graduation? What resources or 
equipment will you need? How much supervision will they be willing to provide? What qualities do you 
value most in a student or fellow?  How many former students have you mentored on undergraduate 
research projects, and where are they now? Read, mark, and inwardly digest the information you get as 
you ask these questions. Consider the mentor’s responses. Does he/she eagerly answer your questions? 
If the potential mentor seems hurried or distracted, ask whether there would be a better time to discuss 
a possible project.  
 
Working Bibliography: You begin collecting the titles that will go into the working bibliography alongside 
your preliminary reading. Look at a wide array of materials to find mention of potential sources. As you 
collect the data for each potential source, be sure you collect all the data required for a bibliographic 
entry. You’ll likely need the info to find the book or article, and you’ll need to know the author, the full 
title, the publisher, the date of publication, etc., to evaluate the source. Be sure to note the beginning 
and ending page numbers of articles and chapters. As you get your hands on the articles and books, 
check the footnotes or bibliographies at the end – they often list sources that would be useful as well. 
 
Literature Review: Literature reviews, also called bibliographic essays, are designed to familiarize the 
reader (and the authors themselves) with the primary and secondary literature on a particular topic. In a 
literature review the researcher gathers a set of studies and summarizes in narrative fashion what they 
seem to be saying. The researcher tells the reader in words and descriptions his or her interpretation of 
the findings of the studies taken as a whole.  
 
An annotated bibliography, by contrast, considers each source in turn. Each citation is followed by an 
annotation excerpting in your own words the thesis or key points, and a brief descriptive and/or 
evaluative summary. However, this is not our assignment. 
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A literature review is part summary and part synthesis. Sources are categorized as you see fit, that is, in 
a way that is helpful to you in addressing your particular problem. You might wish to organize your 
sources (articles, books, Web sites, etc.): 
 

 Chronologically – historical perspective 

 By trends in scholarship – show how an idea “evolved” 

 Comparatively – by theme, topic, or issue 

 By some methodological or philosophical approach 
 
A literature review is written in essay form. Body paragraphs consider categories and sources in their 
turn, and conclusions are drawn about how the sources fit into your research program. Concluding 
paragraphs should draw conclusions about where your particular research problem fits – or doesn’t fit – 
within the existing literature.  
 
The problem with this approach is that this sort of analysis is subject to sampling bias. Reviewers only 
look at a small subset of the problem. You may also want to identify key questions that have not been 
touched on by the existing literature, or questions that are only partially addressed, in your conclusion. 
Use quotes from the sources sparingly. Instead, paraphrase where possible. Paraphrasing ideally 
communicates the ideas, arguments, and conclusions of the authors in your own words. 
 
Targeting Your Research: This assignment involves a 4 page report documenting the content, 
justification, methods, and objective(s) of your research project. First, describe the subject of your 
project, and the reason for your interest in it. Do you have a “personal stake” in the outcome? Does it 
reflect your disciplinary background? Next, explain what might be new or important about this subject 
of study. What problem or problems do you hope to address? Who is the audience for this work? Then, 
explain and justify the procedures you will take to collect or select data (experiments or scholarly 
research). What kinds of laboratory equipment will you use? What kinds of sources have you found? 
 
Now, illustrate your analytical research methods and orientation to the project. How will you interpret 
your data or primary source material? How will you assess the data or material’s relative importance to 
your project? What is your underlying ideology, historiographical method, or epistemological frame? 
And, describe what kinds of professional opportunities might be useful in thinking about and completing 
your research. Are there professional or pre-professional conferences you might attend? Is there a 
relevant professional or voluntary society covering your subject of study? Is there a discussion group you 
might subscribe to? Are there grants available to researchers in your area? 
 
How does your project improve, change, or challenge our current understanding of the subject? 
Speculate on the kinds of principal discoveries you might make or conclusions you might reach in the 
completion of this research project. What tangible, specific results might be expected? How will you 
know when you are finished? 
 
Final Research Proposal: The final product of the course is a research proposal agreed to by your full 
committee (including the primary advisor, second reader, and the student). The research proposal will 
include: (a) a formal statement of the research problem, (b) identification of primary and secondary 
disciplines, along with potential approaches, techniques, and methods, (c) the approved literature 
review, (d) the Honors “classic” interdisciplinary thesis proposal, creative thesis proposal, or 
departmental thesis proposal, (e) a Gantt chart with specific deadlines and deliverables for the project 
lifespan (1-3 semesters), (f) IRB approvals, if necessary, (g) TAG/URGE opportunities, if warranted, and 
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(h) a list of additional coursework, if needed. The final research proposal should be 10-15 pages in 
length. 
 
 
Looking Ahead: 
 
Mentors Banquet: The Honors College Mentors Banquet will be held in December on Study Day. Honors 
Scholars completing the Oxford Tutorial course will attend along with their thesis mentors and Honors 
College faculty and staff. The event will celebrate undergraduate research and creativity and serve as an 
orientation event for advisors and advisees alike.  
 
Post-Tutorial Timeline and Tracking: The Director of Exemplary Studies and Director of Undergraduate 
Research will coordinate progress on student thesis projects in the semesters following Oxford Tutorial 
when the student is not enrolled in Senior Thesis. Student progress will be documented and reviewed 
online and in face-to-face meetings with tutorial graduates and committees by the administrative 
faculty at regular intervals. 
 
Thesis Project: Seniors enrolled in the HONC 4320 Honors Thesis course will produce a research or 
creative project in an appropriate disciplinary or multi-disciplinary context. The will apply discipline-
based and/or cross-discipline-based higher order thinking skills to a range of topics and issues. Students 
will select and organize credible evidence to support converging arguments, and to solve discipline-
based and/or cross-discipline-based problems using strategies appropriate to the subject of the Honors 
Seminar or Honors Thesis. All students are expected to proficiently express ideas (one’s own and those 
of others) in an organized, coherent, and error-free fashion, using the standard conventions appropriate 
to the content, genre, and/or format.  
 
Grades are not awarded for Honors Thesis by your class instructor until a hard copy of the thesis 
meeting all guidelines has been received and signed by the advisor, second reader, and Honors College 
Dean. Copies of Honors theses are placed in the UCA Archives in Torreyson Library.  Please print your 
thesis on high bright (92 or above) copy paper. You DO NOT need to spend extra money on special rag- 
or cotton-blend paper. Set all margins at 1 inch. Use Times New Roman 12 pt or an equivalent font. 
Pagination should begin on the first full page of the main body text, not on the title page. Number your 
pages at the bottom, center. An electronic copy of your thesis should be sent to tbertram@uca.edu. 
 
Thesis Reflection: All students will submit a senior thesis reflection appropriate to the character of 
academic discourse and the topic. The essay will be 1000 words in length in a standard format, 
including: (a) a 200-word thesis abstract, written in the discourse style appropriate to the topic or field 
of study, (b) a 400-word essay that frames the topic or project in more than one discipline and evaluates 
how content is shaped by the context in which it was created, using training received in Oxford Tutorial 
and buttressed by training in the group meetings of the Senior Thesis project course, and (c) a 400-word 
essay that reflects on the personal and social implications of the thesis project, using training received in 
Oxford Tutorial and buttressed by training in the group meetings of the Senior Thesis project course.  
 
Honors College core faculty members will assess the Thesis Reflection as pass (meets the standard), or 
fail (revise and resubmit). The Honors College Dean and Director of Undergraduate Research will sign off 
on thesis completion only after this requirement is satisfied.  
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Thesis Presentation: Shortly after the beginning of your thesis semester, you will be asked to sign up for 
a presentation time on Senior Thesis Presentation Day, which takes place on the Friday of finals week. 
Most graduating students will present their theses on this day. A few students who require 
extraordinary venues, or are presenting jointly, may present at special times in the last weeks of the 
semester. Students may complete and present their theses in semesters in which they are not 
graduating, especially if they are graduating in the summer or planning to be off-campus during their 
final semester (e.g., doing student teaching or clinical work, spending a summer abroad or in an 
internship). Thesis advisors must be present at your final presentation even if they have signed the title 
page prior to the performance. If your advisor is not present, you will be asked to repeat the 
performance. 
 
Senior thesis presentations are brief (about 20 minutes, with and additional 10 minutes for Q-and-A). 
Projectors, media players, and the like should only be used if the presentation relies on visual art, film, 
or other material that is impossible to duplicate in a handout. PowerPoint presentations that consist of 
outlines or bullet-pointed slides should instead be given to the audience in hardcopy. 
 
Student Conduct and Disability Policies:  
 
The University of Central Arkansas affirms its commitment to academic integrity and expects all 
members of the university community to accept shared responsibility for maintaining academic 
integrity. Students in this course are subject to the provisions of the university’s Academic Integrity 
Policy, approved by the Board of Trustees as Board Policy No. 709 on February 10, 2010, and published 
in the Student Handbook. Penalties for academic misconduct in this course may include a failing grade 
on an assignment, a failing grade in the course, or any other course-related sanction the instructor 
determines to be appropriate. Continued enrollment in this course affirms a student’s acceptance of this 
university policy. 
 
Note also the general standards for student conduct, including the university’s sexual harassment policy, 
in your current Student Handbook (p. 93ff). The University of Central Arkansas adheres to the 
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. If you need an accommodation under this Act due 
to a disability, please contact the UCA Office of Disability Services, (501) 450-3613. 
 

Evaluations:  

Student evaluations of a course and its professor are a crucial element in helping faculty achieve 
excellence in the classroom and the institution in demonstrating that students are gaining knowledge. 
Students may evaluate courses they are taking starting on the Monday of the twelfth week of 
instruction (November 5th) through the end of finals week by logging in to myUCA and clicking on the 
Evals button on the top right. 


