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Fall 2012 / HONC 4310-15790 

SENIOR SEMINAR:  

EDUCATION, WORK 

& OUR FUTURE 

GLOBAL ECONOMY 
Philip L. Frana, Science & Technology Studies 

Class Meets: McAlister Hall 303 
Tuesday & Thursday 
12:15 pm-1:30 pm 

 

 

Phil’s Office Hours: Tuesdays 8 AM- 12 NOON in Farris Hall 236 & Thursdays 8 AM-11 AM in 

MAC 303A. Email me at pfrana@uca.edu or pfrana@gmail.com (for large attachments). I’m also 

on Twitter @pfrana and @artificialother. Call me at (501) 450-3498. 

Fall 2012 Course Theme: Education, Work, and Our Future Global Economy: In this 

presidential election cycle, candidates extol the virtues of education, economic growth, and job 

creation as keys to the future. But what does a quality education look like in the twenty-first 

century? Where can we squeeze out additional profits amid soaring commodities prices and 

calls for sustainable practices? What will the jobs of the future look like? Are we prepared for 

the next global or international economy? Emerson once wrote: “Don’t waste life in doubts and 

fears; spend yourself on the work before you, well assured that the right performance of this 

hour’s duties will be the best preparation for the hours and ages that will follow it.” Is this all 

the reassurance we need? 

Characteristics of Senior Seminar: As Honors Seniors you are now capable, indeed expected, to 

show mastery of three aspects of student development: (1) scholarship – learning the arts of 

inquiry and conversation that culminate in structured academic research, academic writing, and 

oral presentation; (2) leadership – practicing the organizational skills of collaboration, planning, 

and assessment, and the personal skills of self-discipline and task management that culminate 

in the capacity to guide or direct group-based work; and (3) engagement – understanding the 
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importance of civic involvement and giving back to the larger community, culminating in 

occasions of service that draw upon scholarship and leadership capacities.  

From The Challenge: “The Senior Honors Seminar provides a public square for a group of 

seminarians to try out their ideas. The format of the course provides the occasion to use the 

arts of conversation: negotiating, persuading, understanding, listening, giving the other’s thesis 

a chance to develop. In other words, we encourage student cooperation. … The classroom in 

Honors is the public square writ small. Ideally, the classroom, as with the public square, should 

be shared, open to all participants. Professor and students need to understand the 

responsibility of being public, that is, to give reasons, to provide appropriate evidence, 

warrants, supports, connections, for the different presentations that are submitted for group 

assessment. This is, in other words, the virtue of phronesis.1 Our classroom is not a place where 

only one person has the right to participate—to witness, confess, or legislate without 

supporting the insightfulness, rightness, or appropriateness of one’s presentation. To be public 

also means to give equality to all members by exhibiting care for their views.” 

To this end: 

 This is an open classroom. We will hopefully have a succession of guests this semester, 
most of whom are likely to be freshman observers seeking conversational role models. 
Feel free to bring your own guests from time to time. 

 You are the leaders. Norb Schedler used to have students enrolled in this class select 
books in the first week of the semester. State law now prevents me from doing this. 
Instead, I’m asking you to lead discussions on challenging subjects and share your 
personal perspectives on domains of knowledge that you become well versed upon. 
Share your gifts! You succeed as a class by successfully teaching your facilitator (that’s 
me). 

 Make a difference in the world. Our major assignments will be to share our conclusions 
with those who might implement the ideas we propose. 
 

Aims, Outcomes, and Assessment: 

Objectives: 

 Contribute ideas and expertise toward curricular design and the choice of educational 

activities. 

 Evaluate the originality/creativity of scholarship by expressing and evaluation the 

context (historical, literary, cultural, and/or philosophical significance) of the author’s 

approach or strategy. 

                                                           
1 Φρόνησις; practical wisdom or prudence 
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 Articulate your own worldview, life rules, and practices in order to appraise the views of 

– and constructively engage those – who hold radically different worldviews. 

 Organize complex or multiple civic engagement activities, accompanied by reflective 

insights and/or analysis about the aims and accomplishments of one’s actions. 

 

 Present/Discuss/Share (33% of grade): Help your colleagues spelunk the depths of 

education, work, or economic topics by giving an assignment leading to a class discussion 

related to your particular discipline and preparatory to your written research essay. You must 

provide a one-page handout to the group in advance. A projector & laptop are available for 

short introductory presentations.  

Format for Presentations> On the day before your presentation, announce the specific reading 

assignment(s) and then pass along to each student a one-page, single-spaced handout divided 

into following sections: (a) the “gist”, (b) key terms and definitions, (c) discussion questions, (d) 

additional reflections, comments, or insights. An example will be provided in class. Students will 

return to class for the presentation with a one-page, double spaced answer to one of the 

discussion questions.  

Presenters will give a give a brief (15 to 20 minute) oral or A/V presentation of the topic 

generally and how it relates to or might transform their own discipline. Presenters will then 

lead a discussion, ending early enough for a summary in-class write on a question provoked by 

our discussion, and announcements from the next presenter. On some class days the 

presentations will be given by the course instructor. 

 Collaboratively Write a White Paper/Position Paper (33% of grade): White papers are 

designed to do two primary things: educate and persuade. Basic activities include outlining a 

problem, evaluating the historical background of a problem, offering generic concepts that 

might pose a solution (and the benefits), and then finally introducing the unique solution to the 

problem.  

How to Write a White Paper> A white paper (or “whitepaper”) is an authoritative report or 

guide that is often oriented toward a particular issue or problem. White papers are used to 

educate readers and help people make decisions, and are often requested and used in politics, 

policy, business, and technical fields. Policy makers frequently request white papers from 

universities or academic personnel to inform policy developments with expert opinions or 

relevant research.  

Perhaps the biggest mistake white paper writers make involves not properly understanding the 

disposition of their readers. Instant affinity is key. A white paper must quickly identify problems 



4 
 

or concerns faced by its readers and lead them down the path to a solution provided by your 

product or service. Different types of readers look at the same problems from different 

perspectives. For example, an engineer might care about technical nuances, whereas a CEO is 

more interested in business benefits. In the case of high-level executives or managers, their 

busy lifestyle means they have extremely short attention spans, an important consideration 

when writing to this type of audience. If you do not grab the reader’s attention in the first 

paragraph, you will never achieve your objectives. 

Getting Started> An example white paper from a prior Senior Seminar will be provided to you 

in class. Here are some common questions that you can use as starting points for your research: 

 Does a problem exist? For how long?  

 What were the original causes of the problem? Why is it an ongoing problem? 

 Have there been any previous interventions (public, governmental, private, religious, 

social) to alleviate the problem? 

 What policies have been enacted that address, in whole or in part, the issue or 

problem? What’s the history of each policy or law? What are the various components or 

provisions of the policy or law? What does the legislation look like? Who is responsible 

for enforcement?  

 What secondary sources exist already on the topic or problem you are studying? 

 Is there any statistical evidence that indicates the problem is worsening? 

 What evidence is there of solutions that are working (even if only part-way effective)? 

 Who should care about this problem? Who are the stakeholders? Who does it most 

directly or dramatically affect? (This is the “who is your audience” question.) 

 

Drawing Conclusions> Here are the next steps once you have satisfactorily answered the 

questions above: 

 

 What policies, actions, laws, or other alternatives would be effective at meeting this 

challenge? Describe the key elements of what needs to be done to change policies, 

practices, or create new policies and public understanding. 

 Ask yourself not only what is (a) most effective, but also what is (b) most efficient, (c) 

productive to society as a whole, (d) equitable or fair, and (e) cost effective. 

 What is the legality of the conclusions you draw? What about the political or public 

acceptability of your proposed solutions? 

 How is this a problem on a global scale, one that we all share to a lesser or greater 

extent as human beings? 
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 What might be the likely results of the actions you propose and are there any possible 

unintended consequences? 

 Collaborate on a Service Learning or Community-Based Research Project (33% of grade): 

Community-based research – research developed and conducted in service of unmet 

community-identified needs – is an increasingly popular experiential opportunity for students 

that can have beneficial outcomes both inside and beyond institutional walls.  

Getting Started> Community-based research is developed and conducted in service of unmet 

community-identified needs. It involves experiential and civic engagement opportunities with 

community stakeholders, including not-for-profit community service and welfare organizations; 

local government agencies; local public and private schools, libraries, museums; small 

businesses owned and operated locally; neighborhood groups; and even individuals who reside 

in the area. Most importantly, the community is at the center of the research project, and the 

objective of the partnership among community representatives, faculty members, and students 

is community betterment and service. 

The collaborative nature of community-based research ensures that all participants – each with 

different perspectives and complementary skills – contribute to and benefit from the 

experience. Non-profit community organizations are often understaffed, have insufficient 

financial resources, or lack access to the skills and expertise necessary to conduct the critical 

research necessary to meet particular needs. In exchange for the desired technical assistance 

and resources, community partners contribute extensive professional and “life based” expertise 

and experience to the project. For faculty members, community-based research provides a 

connection to the local community and an opportunity to become involved and invested in the 

community in which they reside. New research avenues, additional funding sources, and new 

outlets for publication and dissemination are often additional intangible outcomes. 

Furthermore, faculty members find a powerful active-learning experience often absent in 

traditional curricula. Students, too, see the practical value of their work and gain significant 

satisfaction from making a meaningful contribution to their community. Experiencing the 

human dimension of a research question can be a motivating force that brings deeper 

understanding of social issues. The service and outreach components of community-based 

research not only provide tremendous personal rewards for faculty and student participants 

alike, but such efforts also enhance the visibility and image of the institution and improve 

“town-gown” relations. 

Community-based research takes place in community settings and involves community 

members in the design and implementation of research projects. Such activities should 

demonstrate respect for the contributions of success which are made by community partners 

as well as respect for the principle of “doing no harm” to the communities involved. 
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Principles> In order to achieve these goals, the following principles should guide the 

development of research projects involving collaboration between researchers and community 

partners, whether the community partners are formally structured community-based 

organizations or informal groups of individual community members. 

 Community partners should be involved at the earliest stages of the project, helping to 

define research objectives and having input into how the project will be organized. 

 Community partners should have real influence on project direction--that is, enough 

leverage to ensure that the original goals, mission, and methods of the project are 

adhered to. 

 Research processes and outcomes should benefit the community. Community members 

should be hired and trained whenever possible and appropriate, and the research 

should help build and enhance community assets. 

 Community members should be part of the analysis and interpretation of data and 

should have input into how the results are distributed. This does not imply censorship of 

data or of publication, but rather the opportunity to make clear the community's views 

about the interpretation prior to final publication. 

 Productive partnerships between researchers and community members should be 

encouraged to last beyond the life of the project. This will make it more likely that 

research findings will be incorporated into ongoing community programs and therefore 

provide the greatest possible benefit to the community from research. 

 Community members should be empowered to initiate their own research projects 

which address needs they identify themselves. 

Some Examples> Some examples of community-based research: (1) Identify a need for 

personal web presences and organize workshops to help students create Weebly or LinkedIn 

pages. (2) Host a UCA conference or organize a free school on reinventing some aspect of the 

state’s education, workforce, or economy. (3) Create a syllabus and design the curriculum for a 

Academic Outreach MOOC course. (4) Build a crowdfunding site for Honors student projects or 

art majors. (5) Make a case for a fully mobile university campus where offices and classrooms 

are converted into project-based workspaces. (6) Study the workflow and productivity of 

faculty members and make recommendations (such as “email-less or internet-less Tuesdays,” 

communication channels and tools, ergonomics and exercise, and priorities). (7) Create a viable 

schedule for the dematerialization of community or campus resources.  (8) Design a social 

media campaign to register and educate voters for upcoming elections. 

We will also engage in a post-project reflection that post-project reflection that reexamines the 

project’s successes and struggles, what we all learned about our community during the process, 

and what might be achieved by a future senior seminar as an extension of the current project. 
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Reading Schedule: 

Tuesday     Thursday 

 August 23 
Syllabus review 

August 28 – WORK 
Introduction 

 Aspen Institute Report on The Future of 
Work 

 

August 30 – WORK  
Automation, Robotics, and Remote Work 

 Automate or Perish 

 The Avatar Economy 

 Can Creativity Be Automated? 

 Migrant Workers in China Face 
Competition from Robots 

 More Jobs Predicted for Machines, Not 
People 

 Skilled Work, Without the Worker 

 Stunning Progress in Technology Brings 
The Death of Unskilled Labor 

 When Machines Do Your Job 

 Will Automation Lead to Economic 
Collapse? 

September 4 – WORK  
Gadget Freakery  

 The Age of Information Overload 

 Silicon Valley Says Step Away From the 
Device 

 Are We Addicted to Gadgets or Indentured 
to Work? 

 What To Do About Distracted Pedestrians? 

September 6 – WORK 
Virtual Companies and the Death of the 
Permanent Office 

 The Case, and the Plan, for the Virtual 
Company 

 The Future of the Workplace: No Office 

 Why Work Doesn’t Happen at Work 

 Workplace Trends 

September 11 – WORK  
Free Agent Nation: Workerless Businesses and 
Project-Based Employment 

 Are Jobs Obsolete? 

 Free Agent Nation 

 Workerless Businesses: An Explosive New 
Trend 

 

September 13 – WORK  
Leadership Skills from MMOs: From Guild 
Master to General Manager 

 Leadership in World of Warcraft 

 The Office Plays Call of Duty 

 Why Virtual Worlds Can Matter 

 World of CEO-craft 

 WoW on your Résumé? 

 You Play World of Warcraft? You’re 
Hired! 

September 18 – WORK  
Gamification 

 Chore Wars 

 The Dangers of Gamification 

 How Games Can Level Up Our Everyday Life 

 A Short Futuristic Film By Eran May-Raz And 
Daniel Lazo 

 World of WifeCraft 

September 20 – WORK  
Digital Maoism and Online Collectivism 

 Digital Maoism 

 Hive Mind 

 The New Socialism: Global Collectivist 
Society Is Coming Online 

 

http://www.aspeninstitute.org/sites/default/files/content/docs/pubs/The_Future_of_Work.pdf
http://www.aspeninstitute.org/sites/default/files/content/docs/pubs/The_Future_of_Work.pdf
http://www.technologyreview.com/news/428402/automate-or-perish/
http://www.technologyreview.com/news/428434/the-avatar-economy/
http://www.technologyreview.com/news/428437/can-creativity-be-automated/
http://www.technologyreview.com/news/428433/migrant-workers-in-china-face-competition-from/
http://www.technologyreview.com/news/428433/migrant-workers-in-china-face-competition-from/
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/24/technology/economists-see-more-jobs-for-machines-not-people.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/24/technology/economists-see-more-jobs-for-machines-not-people.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/19/business/new-wave-of-adept-robots-is-changing-global-industry.html
http://singularityhub.com/2012/07/05/stunning-progress-in-technology-brings-the-death-of-unskilled-labor/
http://singularityhub.com/2012/07/05/stunning-progress-in-technology-brings-the-death-of-unskilled-labor/
http://www.technologyreview.com/news/428429/when-machines-do-your-job/
http://singularityhub.com/2009/12/15/martin-ford-asks-will-automation-lead-to-economic-collapse/
http://singularityhub.com/2009/12/15/martin-ford-asks-will-automation-lead-to-economic-collapse/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/click_online/9742180.stm
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/24/technology/silicon-valley-worries-about-addiction-to-devices.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/24/technology/silicon-valley-worries-about-addiction-to-devices.html
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2012/07/are-we-addicted-to-gadgets-or-indentured-to-work/260265/
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2012/07/are-we-addicted-to-gadgets-or-indentured-to-work/260265/
http://online.wsj.com/article/AP50e3f5f32487449299f8201a13bd4ad5.html
http://www.inc.com/magazine/20100401/the-case-and-the-plan-for-the-virtual-company.html
http://www.inc.com/magazine/20100401/the-case-and-the-plan-for-the-virtual-company.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZmfXksLir1g
http://ieet.org/index.php/IEET/more/workdoesnthappen201205251
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uthxYPsEHmU
http://www.rushkoff.com/blog/2011/9/7/cnncom-are-jobs-obsolete.html
http://www.fastcompany.com/33851/free-agent-nation
http://www.cobizmag.com/articles/the-futurist-workerless-businesses-an-explosive-new-trend
http://www.cobizmag.com/articles/the-futurist-workerless-businesses-an-explosive-new-trend
http://joi.ito.com/weblog/2006/03/13/leadership-in-w.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=fvwp&NR=1&v=ybanbjDf14M
http://www.johnseelybrown.com/needvirtualworlds.pdf
http://gigaom.com/2008/05/07/world-of-ceo-craft/
http://www.wowhead.com/forums&topic=129370/wow-on-your-resume
http://www.wired.com/wired/archive/14.04/learn.html
http://www.wired.com/wired/archive/14.04/learn.html
http://www.chorewars.com/
http://krystlejiang.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/the-dangers-of-gamification.pdf
http://www.cs.vu.nl/~eliens/create/local/material/gamification.pdf
http://www.mobilespect.com/a-short-futuristic-film-by-eran-may-raz-and-daniel-lazo.html
http://www.mobilespect.com/a-short-futuristic-film-by-eran-may-raz-and-daniel-lazo.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TVhwwFHGEFI
http://www.edge.org/3rd_culture/lanier06/lanier06_index.html
http://www.kk.org/outofcontrol/ch2-c.html
http://www.wired.com/culture/culturereviews/magazine/17-06/nep_newsocialism
http://www.wired.com/culture/culturereviews/magazine/17-06/nep_newsocialism
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September 25 – WORK  
Workaholism 

 Bring Back the 40-Hour Week 

 The Busy Trap 

 Let’s Be Less Productive 

 Stop Being So Damn Productive 

 Why “Busyness” Doesn’t Equate with 
Productivity 

 Workaholism and the Myth of Hard Work 

 

September 27 – WORK  
The Creative Class 

 Creative Class counties 

 The Creative Class group 

 Fennville: A Haven for the Creative 
Class 

 The Rise of the Creative Class 

 Unveiling the Creative Economy in 
Arkansas 

 Why Richard Florida's Honeymoon is 
Over 

October 2 – EDUCATION  
Introduction 

 How the American University was Killed, in 
Five Easy Steps 

 New Learning Environments in the 21st 
Century 

 Welcome to the Hybrid Age 

October 4 – EDUCATION  
Common Core State Standards Initiative 

 Common-Standards Commentaries: 
Year in Review 

 The “Common Core” Standards 
Initiative: An Effective Reform Tool? 

 No National Standards: Strength or 
Weakness for Schools in US?  

 Should All US Students Learn the Same 
Thing? 

October 9 – EDUCATION  
No College Student Left Behind 

 No College Left Behind? 

 A Review of Educational Assessment 

 Trying to Find a Measure for How Well 
Colleges Do 

 The Unscholarly Use of Numbers in Our 
Assessment Practices 

 

October 11 – EDUCATION  
The Death of the Campus 

 Bricks and Clicks: The Internet and 
Higher Education in 2020 

 Field Guide to Learning Management 
Systems 

 Overview of Instructure Canvas 

 Online Classes See Cheating Go High-
Tech 

 A “Place” for Higher Education 

 Survey of Campus Computing, 2011 

October 16 – EDUCATION  
OpenCourseWare and MOOCs 

 A Conversation With Bill Gates About the 
Future of Higher Education 

 MIT OpenCourseWare 

 Webcast Berkeley 

 Come the Revolution 

 Dropping out of MOOCs: Is It Really Okay? 

 Universities Reshaping Education on the 
Web 

October 18 – EDUCATION 
Academic Research 

 An Effort to Upgrade a Court Archive 
System to Free and Easy 

 Fast-Food Scholarship 

 JSTOR–Free Access to Early Journal 
Content and Serving “Unaffiliated” 
Users 

 Open-Access Advocate Is Arrested for 
Huge Download 

 Open, Free Access to Academic 
Research? This Will Be a Seismic Shift 

 Post-Publication Peer Review 

http://www.salon.com/2012/03/14/bring_back_the_40_hour_work_week/
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/06/30/the-busy-trap/
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/27/opinion/sunday/lets-be-less-productive.html
http://lifehacker.com/5867102/stop-being-so-damn-productive
http://business.financialpost.com/2012/07/25/why-busyness-doesnt-equate-with-productivity/
http://business.financialpost.com/2012/07/25/why-busyness-doesnt-equate-with-productivity/
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/wired-success/201203/workaholism-and-the-myth-hard-work
http://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/creative-class-county-codes.aspx
http://www.creativeclass.com/
http://www.rapidgrowthmedia.com/features/fennville32.aspx
http://www.rapidgrowthmedia.com/features/fennville32.aspx
http://www.washingtonmonthly.com/features/2001/0205.florida.html
http://www.arkansasarts.org/documents/CreativeEconApril_09.PDF
http://www.arkansasarts.org/documents/CreativeEconApril_09.PDF
http://www.thestar.com/article/656837
http://www.thestar.com/article/656837
http://www.opednews.com/articles/How-The-American-Universit-by-Debra-Leigh-Scott-120819-373.html
http://www.opednews.com/articles/How-The-American-Universit-by-Debra-Leigh-Scott-120819-373.html
http://net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ff0604S.pdf
http://net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ff0604S.pdf
http://www.slate.com/articles/technology/future_tense/2012/06/hybrid_reality_avatars_robotics_and_the_coming_human_technology_civilization_.html
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2012/04/23/29comm-commoncore.h31.html
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2012/04/23/29comm-commoncore.h31.html
http://nepc.colorado.edu/files/PB-NatStans-Mathis.pdf
http://nepc.colorado.edu/files/PB-NatStans-Mathis.pdf
http://learningenglish.voanews.com/content/no-national-standards-a-strength-or-weakness-of-us-schools-123948044/113808.html
http://learningenglish.voanews.com/content/no-national-standards-a-strength-or-weakness-of-us-schools-123948044/113808.html
http://learningenglish.voanews.com/content/should-all-students-in-us-learn-the-same-things-123503384/113803.html
http://learningenglish.voanews.com/content/should-all-students-in-us-learn-the-same-things-123503384/113803.html
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2006/02/15/testing
http://archive.ajpe.org/aj6901/aj690112/aj690112.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/04/08/education/trying-to-find-a-measure-for-how-well-colleges-do.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/04/08/education/trying-to-find-a-measure-for-how-well-colleges-do.html
http://academics.georgiasouthern.edu/ijsotl/v5n1/invited_essays/PDFs/_Rust.pdf
http://academics.georgiasouthern.edu/ijsotl/v5n1/invited_essays/PDFs/_Rust.pdf
http://pewinternet.org/Press-Releases/2012/The-Future-of-Higher-Education.aspx
http://pewinternet.org/Press-Releases/2012/The-Future-of-Higher-Education.aspx
http://www.astd.org/~/media/Files/Publications/LMS_fieldguide_20091
http://www.astd.org/~/media/Files/Publications/LMS_fieldguide_20091
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkouE4Wm7y8
http://chronicle.com/article/Online-Classes-See-Cheating-Go/132093/
http://chronicle.com/article/Online-Classes-See-Cheating-Go/132093/
http://www.insidehighered.com/views/2012/04/23/essay-need-colleges-define-importance-physical-campuses
http://www.campuscomputing.net/sites/www.campuscomputing.net/files/Green-CampusComputing2011_4.pdf
http://chronicle.com/article/A-Conversation-With-Bill-Gates/132591/
http://chronicle.com/article/A-Conversation-With-Bill-Gates/132591/
http://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm
http://webcast.berkeley.edu/
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/16/opinion/friedman-come-the-revolution.html
http://www.insidehighered.com/blogs/hack-higher-education/dropping-out-moocs-it-really-okay
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/17/education/consortium-of-colleges-takes-online-education-to-new-level.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/17/education/consortium-of-colleges-takes-online-education-to-new-level.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/13/us/13records.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/13/us/13records.html
http://chronicle.com/article/Fast-Food-Scholarship/130049/
http://about.jstor.org/news-events/news/jstor%E2%80%93free-access-early-journal-content
http://about.jstor.org/news-events/news/jstor%E2%80%93free-access-early-journal-content
http://about.jstor.org/news-events/news/jstor%E2%80%93free-access-early-journal-content
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/20/us/20compute.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/20/us/20compute.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/may/01/open-free-access-academic-research
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/may/01/open-free-access-academic-research
http://f1000.com/
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October 23 – WORK, EDUCATION, ECONOMY 
The Arkansas Economy 

 Accelerate Arkansas resources 

 Job-Creating Research in Arkansas 

October 25 
Fall Break 
 

October 30 – ECONOMY  
Crowdsourcing, the Long Tail, and Prosumption 

 Know It All: Can Wikipedia Conquer 
Expertise? 

 The Long Tail in the Entertainment Industry 

 The New Economy 

 Ontology is Overrated: Categories, Links, and 
Tags 

 Production, Consumption, Prosumption: The 
Nature of Capitalism in the Age of the Digital 
“Prosumer” 

 The Rise of Crowdsourcing 

 User-Generated Online Content 

 When the Crowd Isn’t Wise 

 Human Workers, Managed by an Algorithm 

November 1 – ECONOMY 
Kickstarter and Crowdfunding 

 Crowdfunding Honors Project at W&M 

 The Good, the Bad, and the 
Crowdfunded 

 Kickstarter 

 The Road to Crowdfunding Hell 

 

 

November 6 – ECONOMY 
The Post-Scarcity Economy 

 3-D Printed Meat 

 The Economics of Abundance 

 Contour Crafting: Automated Construction 

 Post-Scarcity Princeton 

 The Venus Project 

 Will Minecraft and Makerbot Usher in the 
Post-Scarcity Economy? 

November 8 – ECONOMY 
Dematerialization 

 Deconsumption Versus 
Dematerialization 

 Dematerialization 

 The Dematerialization Opportunity 

 

 

November 13 – ECONOMY 
Responsible Nanotechnology 

 Center for Responsible Nanotechnology 

 The Lifeboat Foundation 

 Is Nanotechnology a Green Industry? 

 Why the Future Doesn’t Need Us 

 

November 15 – ECONOMY 
Transtopia, Radical Futurism, and 
Singularitarianism 

 Be Very Afraid: Cyborg Athletes, 
Transhuman Ideals & Posthumanity 

 The Beginning of Infinity 

 By the Next Olympics, Athletes May Be 
Getting Routine Gene Doping Tests 

 A History of Transhumanist Thought 

 Radical Futurism for Newbies 

 The Singularity is Not Coming 

 Transtopia FAQ 

 What Happens as Humans and 
Computers Merge? 

 Would It Be Boring If We Could Live 

Forever? 

http://www.acceleratearkansas.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=51&Itemid=83
http://www.aralliance.org/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/1682/Job-Creating-Research-in-Arkansas.pdf
http://www.newyorker.com/archive/2006/07/31/060731fa_fact
http://www.newyorker.com/archive/2006/07/31/060731fa_fact
http://www.longtail.com/TheLongTail.pdf
http://www.cbpp.uaa.alaska.edu/afef/NewEcon.htm
http://www.shirky.com/writings/ontology_overrated.html
http://www.shirky.com/writings/ontology_overrated.html
http://www.georgeritzer.com/docs/Production%20Consumption%20Prosumption.pdf
http://www.georgeritzer.com/docs/Production%20Consumption%20Prosumption.pdf
http://www.georgeritzer.com/docs/Production%20Consumption%20Prosumption.pdf
http://www.wired.com/wired/archive/14.06/crowds_pr.html
http://firstmonday.org/htbin/cgiwrap/bin/ojs/index.php/fm/article/view/3912/3266
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/08/sunday-review/when-the-crowd-isnt-wise.html
http://www.technologyreview.com/news/428440/human-workers-managed-by-an-algorithm/
http://honorsfellowships.wm.edu/projects/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390443991704577579190431157610.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390443991704577579190431157610.html
http://www.kickstarter.com/
http://blogs.hbr.org/cs/2012/04/the_road_to_crowdfunding_hell.html
http://www.popsci.com/science/article/2012-08/billionaire-investor-peter-thiel-backs-new-venture-aimed-producing-3-d-printed-meat
http://www.salon.com/2005/03/24/long_tail/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JdbJP8Gxqog
http://www.pdfernhout.net/post-scarcity-princeton.html
http://www.thevenusproject.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=klQ7bb8bBsQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=klQ7bb8bBsQ
http://reason.com/archives/2011/02/15/deconsumption-versus-demateria
http://reason.com/archives/2011/02/15/deconsumption-versus-demateria
http://phe.rockefeller.edu/dematerialization/
http://gigaom.com/cleantech/greennet-the-dematerialization-opportunity/
http://www.crnano.org/
http://lifeboat.com/ex/about
http://www.azonano.com/article.aspx?ArticleID=3077
http://www.aaas.org/spp/rd/ch3.pdf
http://www.jetpress.org/volume13/miah.html
http://www.jetpress.org/volume13/miah.html
http://vimeo.com/29938326
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2012/08/by-the-next-olympics-athletes-may-be-getting-routine-gene-doping-tests/260700/
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2012/08/by-the-next-olympics-athletes-may-be-getting-routine-gene-doping-tests/260700/
http://www.nickbostrom.com/papers/history.pdf
http://www.wfs.org/blogs/ben-goertzel/radical-futurism-for-newbies-brief-reading-list
http://cognitivesocialweb.com/home/2012/8/10/the-singularity-is-not-coming.html
http://www.euvolution.com/transtopia/faq.html
http://video.pbs.org/video/2254967168
http://video.pbs.org/video/2254967168
http://io9.com/5933409/would-it-be-boring-if-we-could-live-forever
http://io9.com/5933409/would-it-be-boring-if-we-could-live-forever
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November 20 – ECONOMY 
Persuasive Technologies and Ambient Intelligence 

 Ambient Intelligence and Persuasive 
Technology: The Blurring Boundaries 
Between Human and Technology 

 The Machine and the Ghost 

 Persuasion in Ambient Intelligence 

 Persuasive Technology for Human Well-
Being:  Setting the Scene 

November 22 – ECONOMY 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
 

November 27 – ECONOMY 
Social Media and Social Protest (ex., Green 
Revolution, Chik-fil-A, Progressive Insurance, Pussy 
Riot) 

 Chick-Fil-A Is Actually Popular: How Social 
Media Distorts Your View of The World 

 Did Chick-fil-A Really Pretend to be a 
Teenage Girl on Facebook? 

 Fast Feud Nation 

 Lessons for Insurers from Progressive's 
Social Media Disaster 

 Progressive Robo-tweets Spark Social Media 
Crisis 

 Pussy Riot Closing Statements 

 Pussy Riot Punk Prayer 

November 29 – ECONOMY 
The Shock Doctrine and Disaster Capitalism 

 Alan Greenspan vs. Naomi Klein on the 
Iraq War, Bush’s Tax Cuts, Economic 
Populism, Crony Capitalism and More 

 The Klein Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster 
Polemics 

 Outside Agitator 

 The Shock Doctrine 

 

 

December 4 – ECONOMY 
Open Source Governance 

 How to Program a Direct Democracy 

 Metagovernment wiki 

 Open Source Democracy 

 Us Now film 

 WeMatter resources 

December 6 – ECONOMY 
BitCoin 

 Bitcoin: A Peer-to-Peer Electronic Cash 
System 

 Bitter to Better: How to Make BitCoin a 
Better Currency 

 We Use Coins 

 Wikileaks Bypasses Financial Blockade 
with BitCoin 

December 11 
 

December 13 

Final Exam, 2 PM-4 PM 

 

Grading, Attendance:  Three or more unexcused absences will automatically result in a lowered 
grade. Missing a class in which you are the assigned leader will automatically result in a lowered 
grade. General guidelines on grading of individual assignments: 
 

Potential realized 
A – Superior contributions befitting the caliber of an UCA Honors scholar. 
 
Potential not yet realized 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2837215/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2837215/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2837215/
http://www.tnr.com/article/books-and-arts/magazine/104874/rosen-verbeek-technology-morality-intelligence
http://boris.borderit.com/docs/PersuasionInAmbientIntelligence.pdf
http://www.elisevandenhoven.com/publications/ijsselsteijn-persuasive06.pdf
http://www.elisevandenhoven.com/publications/ijsselsteijn-persuasive06.pdf
http://techcrunch.com/2012/08/02/chick-fil-a-is-actually-popular-how-social-media-distorts-your-view-of-the-world/
http://techcrunch.com/2012/08/02/chick-fil-a-is-actually-popular-how-social-media-distorts-your-view-of-the-world/
http://news.cnet.com/8301-17852_3-57479954-71/did-chick-fil-a-really-pretend-to-be-a-teenage-girl-on-facebook/
http://news.cnet.com/8301-17852_3-57479954-71/did-chick-fil-a-really-pretend-to-be-a-teenage-girl-on-facebook/
http://www.thedailyshow.com/watch/tue-august-7-2012/fast-feud-nation---chik-fil-a---social-media
http://www.insurancetech.com/business-intelligence/240005746
http://www.insurancetech.com/business-intelligence/240005746
http://money.cnn.com/2012/08/14/technology/progressive-tweets/index.html?iid=EL
http://money.cnn.com/2012/08/14/technology/progressive-tweets/index.html?iid=EL
http://nplusonemag.com/pussy-riot-closing-statements
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ALS92big4TY
http://www.democracynow.org/2007/9/24/alan_greenspan_vs_naomi_klein_on
http://www.democracynow.org/2007/9/24/alan_greenspan_vs_naomi_klein_on
http://www.democracynow.org/2007/9/24/alan_greenspan_vs_naomi_klein_on
http://www.cato.org/pubs/bp/bp102.pdf
http://www.cato.org/pubs/bp/bp102.pdf
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2008/12/08/081208fa_fact_macfarquhar
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSF0e6oO_tw
http://efficasync.blogspot.com/2007/07/programming-deliberative-direct.html
http://www.metagovernment.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/10753
http://watch.usnowfilm.com/
http://www.wematter.com/osd.htm
http://bitcoin.org/about.html
http://bitcoin.org/about.html
http://crypto.stanford.edu/~xb/fc12/bitcoin.pdf
http://crypto.stanford.edu/~xb/fc12/bitcoin.pdf
http://www.weusecoins.com/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jonmatonis/2012/08/20/wikileaks-bypasses-financial-blockade-with-bitcoin/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jonmatonis/2012/08/20/wikileaks-bypasses-financial-blockade-with-bitcoin/
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B – Contributions acceptable, but lacking clarity, consistency, or continuity. 
    Contributions brief; class attendance less than stellar. 
C – Fails in commitment to make acceptable contributions in one or more areas. 
D – Fails in commitment to make contributions in many or nearly all areas. 
F – Systematically fails to attend, share ideas, read, or write. 

 
Plagiarism: Plagiarism is defined here as the “stealing of passages either word for word or in 

substance, from the writings of another and publishing them as one’s own.” You are 

plagiarizing when you present an idea or interpretation that you did not originate without 

acknowledgment. You are plagiarizing when you copy and incorporate someone else’s work 

into your own without setting it off with quotation marks and identifying the source. You are 

also plagiarizing when you borrow from someone else’s work and simply change a few words 

before adding it to your own work. Plagiarism is a serious violation of academic ethics and 

constitutes grounds for disciplinary action. Please refer to your UCA Student Handbook for 

more information on the university’s plagiarism policies. 

Student Conduct and Disability Services: Note also the general standards for student conduct, 

including the university’s sexual harassment policy, in your current student handbook. The 

University of Central Arkansas adheres to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities 

Act. If you need an accommodation under this Act due to a disability, please contact the UCA 

Office of Disability Services, (501) 450-3613. 

Evaluations: Student evaluations of a course and its professor are a crucial element in helping 

faculty achieve excellence in the classroom and the institution in demonstrating that students 

are gaining knowledge. Students may evaluate courses they are taking starting on the Monday 

of the twelfth week of instruction (November 5th) through the end of finals week by logging in 

to myUCA and clicking on the Evals button on the top right. 

 


